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This was a really good trip because I got to go to 
Northern Ireland and learn about it. My favourite 
part of the trip was when we went to the giants 
causeway because the views were amazing 
and I have never seen anything like that before.                                                                  
Bema

Corrymeela Peace and Reconciliation 
Centre in Northern Ireland in July. This 
was the school’s first ever residential 
trip, and all students represented the 
College in an exceptional manor. For 
some, it was their first time away from 
home, and the experience will be 
unforgettable for many of our students. 
While students experienced stunning 
landscape and the history of Northern 
Ireland, back in London a number of 
students enjoyed a tree top experi-
ence at Go-Ape. 

The Citi Bank Ed:X exhibition was once 
again a success. You can read more 
about it on page 2.

Finally, the Celebration of achieve-
ment took place on the 11th July. This 
year saw the highest attendance to 
date and student achievement was 
celebrated with students, parents and 
a number of guests including the May-
or of Lewisham. 

Overall, we have had a successful 
year and look forward to welcoming 
students ba*ck in September.

I hope you enjoy this edition.

Headteacher’s Welcome
Welcome to the Summer edition of 
the Abbey Manor College Newsletter 
which covers the last term of the ac-
ademic year 2018-19. It has been a 
busy term, but there have been some 
exciting activities taking place across 
both campuses and I hope you look 
forward to reading about them.

We said goodbye to our Year 11 stu-
dents at the end of term and I am very 
proud of how hard students worked 
towards their GCSEs, with students 
attending holiday clubs and Saturday 
school to improve their outcomes in 
GCSE English and Maths.

Our Ambassador programme has 
been very successful this year, and 
staff took a group of students to the 



A & D 
SHOW TIME!

Summer term was all about 
getting ready for our final exam 
and we all produced interesting 
work and passed it despite 
having to produce work around 
a quite challenging theme: 
Industrial Heritage. 
Here is some of the work and 
we are very proud of it!

The year ended with our exhibition at 
Citi Bank Ed:X 2019 featured our Pop 
art paintings that will be enjoyed over 
the summer by the thousands of 
people working in the building during 
their lunch times, as they are displayed 
in the canteen. Most of us attended 
the opening evening with parents and 
it was a really empowering to see your 
own work on the wall!

On our last day we went to the Tate Modern to see OLAFUR ELIASSON 
IN REAL LIFE, and it was very interesting to see his installations of lights 
and mirrors. 
We had never been to the Tate and we stayed longer than planned 
as we really enjoyed walking through the permanent galleries look-
ing a contemporary art. 
We even went to the roof terrace of the new building to get a good 
view of London. What a great way to end a successful year! 



IS PLASTIC 
FANTASTIC 
S C I E N C E
The use of plastic bottles over the 
years has enabled us to stay hydrat-
ed on the move. They provide us with 
a safe method of carrying drinkable 
water with us as we go about our 
daily activities. The increasing use of 
single use plastic bottles are/or have 
become one of the major threats to 
the world’s oceans. Plastic is no longer 
fantastic.

A recent study showed that each year 
over 5.5 and 14.6 million tonnes of 
plastic waste enters the world’s ocean 
every year. It is predicted that if we 
don’t change our habit of single use 
plastic bottle, by 2025 there will be one 
tonne of plastic for every three tonnes 
of fish in the ocean. 

In the UK, we use over 13 billion plastic 
bottles each year-over 200 per person. 
London alone uses 2 million plastic 

bottles of water daily. 

The Port of London Authority collects 
around 250 tons of debris and rubbish 
from the tidal Thames each year, most 
of which is plastic.

So…What can you do as an 
individual?

• You can start by making a personal 
commitment to stop using single-use 
plastic water bottles, replacing them 
with refillable bottles. 

• Take pictures of plastic bottles waste 
in your community and post it on your 
social media profile to highlight the 
pollution caused by single use plastic 
bottles. 

• As a college, we are supporting the 
move to reduce the use of single-use 
plastic bottles. We have introduced 
refillable water bottle as one of our 
reward items for students. 
For only 500 points you can get an 
Abbey Manor College branded 
refillable water bottle. 

As a college, we are committed to our 
environmental obligations to make our 
community safer and reduce environmental 
pollution as much as we can and to 
empower students to be more aware 
of their environment. 



Last academic term the busi-

ness students really stepped 

up their efforts in securing a 

level 2 in the course. The stu-

dents showed a really positive 

work ethic and were deter-

mined 

to make the most of their abili-

ties in achieving above their 

target grades. One student in 

particular demonstrated that 

hard work and determination 

really do prevail; Shannon 

Davies managed to achieve 

an overall distinction, as a 

result of resilience and perse-

verance. She set the standard 

in the room and this pushed 

others to turn a new leaf and 

perform to the best of their 

abilities. Another Student, 

Tyrese Williams, proved that 

there was more to him than 

The Catering department has 

had a very good end to the 

summer term with 9 students 

acheiving their BTEC Level 2 

Hospitality qualification. It has 

been a good challenge for 

the catering students as it was 

the first time this course has 

run at Abbey Manor College, 

The course envoled not only 

developing their cooking skills, 

but also their personal skills 

by researching, planning and 

experimenting on different 

types of dishes with nutrition 

and healthy eating as the 

main focus. The Year 11 and 

10 catering students students 

using all their prior knowledge 

and good working practices, 

produced a range of dish-

es that were of a very good 

standard . 

BUSINESS          CATERING
STUDIES 

meets the eye and his remark-

able turn for the best meant 

that he not only achieved 

his level 2 in business but 

was also a stand out student 

which earned him a place on 

the school residential. Tyrese 

joined the rest of the Abbey 

Manor students on the trip to 

Corry Meela and did not dis-

appoint; his participation on 

the trip was impeccable and 

he showed that with a push 

in the right direction anything 

is possible. The Business group 

last performed above expec-

tations and can all be, ex-

tremely, proud of their efforts.



On the 3rd July, 20 students 

and 3 members of staff from 

Abbey Manor College attend-

ed a day trip to ‘Go Ape’ in 

Battersea.  This was an end of 

term treat for their consistent 

hard work throughout the year. 

It tested one’s resilience, en-

durance and courage as they 

faced heights as high as 18 

metres above ground. Every-

one who attended managed 

to finish the obstacle course 

even though some literally 

faced and overcame phobias, 

even the teachers! 

The student’s who attended 

represented the college well 

by abiding to the Ready, Re-

spectful & Safe ethos. This was 

also a great bonding experi-

ence with the students travel-

ling on the two new donated 

minibuses.

G O  A P E 
M U S I C

Our summer term was filled with many sporting activities such 
as sports day, beach volleyball, sports tournaments and my 
favourite Crystal Palace football. Throughout the whole year we 
would go and train with Crystal Palace football club at their first 
team training ground, with a one of their professional coaches 
watching us. We ended the year with a match against their 
development team, we played their team in a 11 vs 11 game 
at the first team training ground. Abbey Manor College won 
5 – 2 and we were all very happy with the outcome. I cannot 
wait to restart the project again as I want to progress into their 
academy next year. 

SPORT 



In the Nurture Group we have a 

subject called Topic.  Previous 

Topic themes include the solar 

system and the Royal family. This 

summer & autumn our theme is 

Climate Change.  Here are two 

poems on the subject from Katie 

Fuller, Year 9 & Eden Laidley, Year 

8

 

We Have To Act Now!

The planet is dying, what about 

the children?

What about the future? Does no-

body care?

If the Amazon burns

If the sea rises

If the earth keeps getting hotter

We are all going to die

We have to act now and now 

means today

If we act now the world would be 

a better place

Katie Fuller, Year 9

 

Students were taught from the 

AQA KS3 science syllabus. This syl-

labus groups the numerous topics 

of the required GCSE syllabus into 

easier to retain high-level con-

cepts. Each concept is divided 

into smaller related topics from 

the syllabus which build in com-

plexity. The concepts covered 

this term were: matter; particle 

model, separating mixtures, peri-

odic table and elements.

Students found it interesting 

learning about different elements 

and fun facts about the periodic 

table. Many were surprised to 

learn that helium was first discov-

ered by observing the sun and 

that Argentina is named after the 

element silver (symbol Ag) which 

is argentum in Latin.

Stefan in JE4 was the Jack 

Petchey winner, Stefan made 

remarkable progress in all are-

as over the course of two terms. 

Therefore, it was no surprise that 

Stefan was nominated by all 

teachers at JE.

Stefan decided to visit South End 

on Sea Adventure Island with 

his tutor group, with the funds 

awarded.  Stefan’s choice was 

greatly influenced by the trav-

el and tourism unit studied in 

humanities, he was passionate 

about visiting a tourist attraction.  

All students enjoyed the day and 

their behaviour was exceptional.

Students visited China Town in 

the summer term, this visit was ar-

ranged to support the humanities 

unit and to promote British val-

ues in the curriculum.  Students 

enjoyed their cultural experience 

and had the pleasure of meeting 

SPIKE LEE a well-known actor and 

director who was also visiting this 

tourist attraction.

NURTURE          SCIENCEJE

HUMANITIES JE

GROUPJE

We Have To Act Now!

We have to act now

The forest is dying,

too many leaves and too many 

houses are being destroyed

If the Amazon dies we die

Without the trees there will be 

more no clean air

This isn’t funny, it’s a serious 

situation

Think about the children that 

might have no more nations

We have to act now!

 

Eden Laidley, Year 8



This term the students at Key 

Stage Three have been working 

on narrative perspectives during 

their English lessons; in the first 

two weeks they have focussed 

on first-person narratives. Stu-

dents have studied the Poem 

‘My Last Duchess’ by ‘South 

East London born poet’ Robert 

Browning and have analysed 

the themes, context and the 

poet himself. This culminated in 

them writing a first-person narra-

tive from the perspective of the 

Duchess. Some examples of their 

work can be found attached.

The Maths classroom is often seen 
as an unsafe place, to be avoided 
if possible for some learners. Maths 
anxiety is disabling, prevalent and 
ranges from mild tension to a strong 
fear on the spectrum. High maths 
anxiety causes learners to feel pain 
when thinking about the subject.
People are often told to move out-
side their comfort zone but for many 
maths learners, this means moving 
straight to the anxiety of panic zone.
In KS3, we are creating an ‘in-be-
tween’ zone. This model enables 
learners to explore the beauty of 
maths using real life experience and 
scenarios. We have been using real 
objects to understand mathematical 
concepts and explore its applica-
tion in our environment. Maths is all 
around us and people can actually 
perform better than they think, all 
they need is confidence. Therefore, 
we have developed 3 finite ideas 
when learning maths;
1. It’s not just about completing 
a task – it’s about understanding the 
mathematics
2. We work together and ex-
plain what we are doing.
3. We are prepared to say that 
we don’t understand!
We believe this model will help our 
students to develop an interest in 
the subject and prepare properly for 
their GCSE exams.

ENGLISHJE         

MATHSJE



L I Q U I D
LEISURE
J E  I N  W I N D S O R
There’s a saying “leave the best to 
last” this was certainly the case when 
at the end of summer term, John Eve-
lyn students were treated to a trip to 
Liquid Leisure water park in Windsor.  

When the news was first announced 
about the trip, I was so excited as I’ve 
never done or been part of an activity 
like Liquid Leisure before.  As soon as 
I got the trip permission letter, I rushed 
home for mum to sign it and brought it 
back the next day to make sure I was 
the first student on the list to go.

On the day of trip there was so much 
excitement and anticipation of what 
the day could bring.  It was also sur-
prising to see how well behaved 
everyone was.  The journey there was 
very interesting as we saw many parts 
of South and West London that I’ve 
never seen before driving up the M4 

towards Windsor. When we arrived, 
I was astounded to see how big the 
place was and there was lots of peo-
ple.  All I could think of was finding out 
how deep the water was.  I couldn’t 
wait for the challenge to complete the 
huge obstacle course on the bed of 
water.  Before we could start though, 
some students were given these funny 
wet suits to wear, it was hilarious. 

Once on the course I soon found out it 
was not as easy as it looked.  At times 
it was scary as some of the obstacles 
threw me off the track into the water 
and I had to start again.  It was good 
bonding exercise as people were 
helping each other out of the water 
and back onto the course.  For those 
who were scared, were given reassur-
ances and encouragement to partici-
pate and complete the course.

The only disappoint of the day was not 
going onto the ninja warrior type ac-
tivity on the other side of the park that 
you see on TV as it was closed off for 
the day.  However, watching teachers 
fall off obstacles and into the water 
just as much as students was so funny 
and made my day!
By Jasmine Johnson



F I R S T 
STORY
2 0 1 9

Following our fourth successful appli-

cation for a Writer in Residence we 

were pleased to be allocated Anthony 

Cartwright again.

The work with Anthony culminated in 

an anthology of students writing called 

“THIS HOOD DOESN’T FIT ME 

ANYMORE”.  

What’s the difference between Ancient 

Egypt and South London? At the same 

time, everything and not so much. This 

anthology by the First Story group at 

Abbey Manor College blends ancient 

myth with contemporary experience, 

ringing with pride as it demands 

respect.

This is by far the best anthology we 

have produced to date so much so 

that it has earned rave reviews!

https://firststory.org.uk/product/this-

hood-doesnt-fit-me-anymore/

This Hood Doesn’t Fit Me Anymore

Shacquile Gibson

This hood doesn’t fit me anymore. 

I’m trying to get out of this hood.

There’s no more space.

I feel like I’m suffocating.

It’s getting too dark.

I’m stuck.

The strings are too tight,

I can’t get them loose

I can’t win this battle

I always lose

There are people who don’t want to 

help me out.

This hood doesn’t fit me anymore.

It’s making my heart sore.

There’s no more space.

It’s blurring my vision.

Olders are telling me to stop, think and 

listen.

I’m literally stuck.

The system’s making me out to be the 

villain.

This hood doesn’t fit me anymore.

Teenagers breaking the law.

But that’s what happens in the Hood.

I need to make it out of the Hood.

This hood doesn’t fit me anymore.



C E L E B R AT I O N 
O F  A C H I E V E M E N T S

2 0 1 9


